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LABOR MARKET REVIEW 
This newsletter is a monthly report on a variety of 
statistical data for Economic Growth Region 
(EGR) 9.  EGR 9 consists of Bartholomew, 
Dearborn, Decatur, Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Jennings, Ohio, Ripley, and Switzerland counties. 

 
The data collected and produced for the counties, 
Columbus MSA and region is available by calling 
Indiana Workforce Development in Indianapolis 
at 317/232-1920 or by email to 
tbrown@dwd.in.gov. 
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Employed Unemployed Rate 
2007 

Rate
2006

79,000 144,479,000 7,400,000 4.9 5.1
46,027 3,073,092 172,935 5.3 5.8

    
66,991 157,971 9,020 5.4 5.6
39,029 37,249 1,780 4.6 5.2

    
39,029 37,249 1,780 4.6 5.2
26,717 25,191 1,526 5.7 5.8
12,518 11,844 674 5.4 5.4
12,311 11,403 908 7.4 7.0
22,351 21,304 1,047 4.7 4.9
17,422 16,497 925 5.3 5.4
13,759 12,805 954 6.9 7.2
3,190 3,017 173 5.4 6.0

14,104 13,302 802 5.7 5.7
5,590 5,359 231 4.1 5.0

    
20,242 19,312 930 4.6 5.1
3,378 3,237 141 4.2 4.7
5,396 5,098 398 6.1 5.7
6,492 6,197 325 5.0 5.3
3,065 2,775 290 9.5 9.2
9,904 9,402 502 5.1 5.2
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURROUNDING STATES 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 

(February, not seasonally adjusted) 
  

      Illinois  5.3% 
Kentucky 6.6 % 
Michigan 7.2%  
Ohio  5.7%  
 

REGIONAL AND STATE UNEMPLOYMENT 
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 

mployment rates were generally little changed in February.  Overall, 24 
of Columbia registered over the month unemployment rate decreases, 16 
es, and 10 states had no change, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
bor reported.  Over the year, jobless rates declined in 33 states and the 

rose in 10 states, and were unchanged in 7 states.   
d the lowest jobless rate among the regions, 4.2 percent in February, 
e Northeast at 4.3 percent, and West at 4.4 percent.  The rate in the West 
at region.  The Midwest continued to report the highest unemployment 
ercent.  No region recorded a statistically significant change in its jobless
For the month of February, preliminary labor force estimates ranked Economic 
Growth Region 9 counties as follows: Bartholomew 79th, Dearborn 41st, 
Decatur 49th, Franklin 8th, Jackson 76th, Jefferson 55th, Jennings 15th, Ohio 
51st, Ripley 43rd, and Switzerland 89th.  Hamilton County once again had the 
lowest rate in the state at 3.3% and Crawford County the highest rate at 8.8%. 
   Research and Analysis  



         

Columbus MSA-Includes Bartholomew County. 

PAYROLL EMPLOYMENT 
 

North American Industry Classification System 

  
  
 
 
 
 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY JANUARY FEBRUARY
2007 2007 2006

Total Nonfarm 44,500 44,000 43,300 500 1.10% 1,200 2.80%
otal Private 38,600 38,500 37,400 100 0.30% 1,200 3.20%

Goods Producing 17,600 17,700 16,700 -100 -0.60% 900 5.40%
Service-Providing 26,900 26,300 26,600 600 2.30% 300 1.10%
Private Srvc Provide 21,000 20,800 20,700 200 1.00% 300 1.40%
Mining & Construction 1,500 1,500 1,400 0 0.00% 100 7.10%
Manufacturing 16,100 16,200 15,300 -100 -0.60% 800 5.20%
Durable Goods 13,900 13,900 13,300 0 0.00% 600 4.50%
Trade, Transportation, Utili 7,400 7,600 7,000 -200 -2.60% 400 5.70%
Wholesale Trade 1,200 1,200 1,100 0 0.00% 100 9.10%
Retail Trade 4,800 4,900 4,500 -100 -2.00% 300 6.70%
Trans,Warehouse, Utili 1,400 1,500 1,400 -100 -6.70% 0 0.00%
Information 500 400 500 100 25.00% 0 0.00%
Financial Activities 1,600 1,600 1,600 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Professional and Business 3,800 3,800 3,900 0 0.00% -100 -2.60%
Educational and Health 3,700 3,600 3,600 100 2.80% 100 2.80%
Leisure and Hospitality 2,800 2,700 2,900 100 3.70% -100 -3.40%
Other Services 1,200 1,100 1,200 100 9.10% 0 0.00%
Government 5,900 5,500 5,900 400 7.30% 0 0.00%
Federal Government 200 200 200 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
State Government 900 500 900 400 80.00% 0 0.00%
Local Government 4,800 4,800 4,800 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Local Govt Education 1,800 1,800 1,800 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

CHANGE FROM
JAN. 2007

TO
FEB. 2007

FEB. 2006
TO

FEB. 2007

T

            
 
Source:  Indiana Workforce Development, Research & Analysis, Current Employment Statistics.  

Columbus MSA Total Nonfarm Employment
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TOTAL UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS 
BY LOCAL OFFICE 

Source: Indiana Workforce Development, Research & Analysis, UI Statistics 

 
   

 
 
 

Local 
Office 

  
Bedford 
Columbus 
Lawrenceburg 
Madison 
 
INDIANA 
TOTALS  

 

EGR 9 Employment 
and Wages 

3rd Quarter 2006 
  

  

Area  
Average 
Employment 

Average 
Wkly Wage 

 
Bartholomew  42,653  $707 
Dearborn  14,551  $611 
Decatur   12,506  $596 
Franklin    4,131  $474 
Jackson   20,327  $595 
Jefferson  13,246  $605 
Jennings    8,012  $596 
Ohio     1,680  $505 
Ripley   13,556  $647 
Switzerland    2,368  $537 
 
EGR 9              132,896  $633 
  
Source: Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW). 

Annual 
2006 

 
 63,030 
63,538 
29,466 
38,053 

 
 

3,234,630 

     Annual     
           2005 

  
64,172 
68,987 
31,589 
38,053 

 
 

3,232,282   
 

% 
Change 

 
      -1.8%   
      -7.9% 
      -6.7%   
      -8.7% 

 
 

     0.1% 
 

Wage Demand Information-Economic Growth Region 9 
As of 4/10/07 

Total Applicants Avg. Annual 
Wage Demand  

Median Annual 
Wage Demand

                  6,011 $28,611 $20,800 
Wage Demand provides average and median wages required by job applicants. It 
also provides the number of applicants in the Indiana Workforce Development's 
Customer Self Service System (CS3). 
 

APPLICANT POOL 
 
Indiana Workforce Development’s Customer Self 
Service System (CS3) performs matches between job 
applicants looking for work and employers looking for 
new employees.  Each week Applicant Pool provides a 
numerical ranking of the top jobs being sought by job 
applicants registered with CS3.  An applicant may select 
multiple job titles.  The following ranking is as of 
4/10/07.  

EGR 9 
         JOB TITLE           # OF APPLICANTS 
Assemblers (Factory)     1,589 
Production Laborers   1,169 
Forklift Operators      864 
All Other Machine Operators      775 
General Office Clerks      609 
Cashiers        569 
Hand Packers & Packagers     568 
All Other Hand Workers                   542 
Receptionists       469 
Administrative Assistants      452  
Production Helpers       434 
File Clerks        417 
Order Fillers-Whlsle/Retail     411 
Production Inspectors      405  
Shipping & Receiving Clerks      398 
Machine Assemblers      393 
Data Entry, Except Composing     389        
Secretaries       383 
All Other Precision Assemblers                  362 
All Other Metal & Plastic Mach Oprs    358 

 

Real average weekly earnings fell by 0.1 percent from February to March after seasonal adjustment, according to 
preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor.  A 0.3 percent rise in both 
average weekly hours and average hourly earnings was more than offset by a 0.8 percent increase in the Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W).   Average weekly earnings rose by 4.4 percent, seasonally 
adjusted, from March 2006 to March 2007.  After deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly earnings increased by 1.6 
percent.  Before adjustment for seasonal change and inflation, average weekly earnings were $580.31 in March 2007, 
compared with $556.42 a year earlier. (BLS News Service)   
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Consumer Price Index 
1 Month Percent Change  
Not Seasonally Adjusted 
Midwest Urban Average 
All items 
Year   Jan  Feb Mar  Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec 
2006   0.6  -0.1  0.7   0.5   0.3   0.3  0.3  0.3  -0.7  -0.7  0.3    0.1 
2007   0.1   0.7 
12 Months Percent Change  
Not Seasonally Adjusted 
Midwest Urban Average 
All items 
Year   Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct Nov  Dec  
2006    3.6  3.0  3.1   2.8  3.3   3.4  3.3  2.8    0.6   0.1  1.3   1.7 
2007    1.2  2.0 
 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

2005 Median Earnings by Education Level 
For Population 25 Years and Over 

Indiana 
 
Subject Total
Population 25 years and over with earnings $30,744 
Less than high school graduate $18,901 
High school graduate (includes 
equivalency) $26,298 
Some college or associate's degree $31,133 
Bachelor's degree $42,300 
Graduate or professional degree $52,079 

 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American  
Community Survey. 

  

TOP 10 
FREQUENTLY 
LISTED JOBS   

  
Economic Growth 

Region 9   

  
JANUARY - MARCH 

2007   

  
Customer Self Service 

System (CS3)   
     
    Hourly Wages 
Rank Job Title Low Median High 
     
    1. Production Laborers 7.00 8.88 14.00 
    2. Production Helpers 5.15 9.00 11.75 
    3. Assemblers (Factory Work) 7.50 10.00 12.79 
    4. Laborers, Landscaping & Grndskpg 7.69 10.00 14.81 
    5. All Other Hand Workers 5.15 8.50 10.00 
    6. Machine Feeders & Offbearers 8.10 8.88 14.00 
    7. General Office Clerks 5.25 8.00 15.00 
    8. Statistical Data Clerks 7.50 12.00 13.36 
    9. Receptionists/Information Clerks 5.25 8.50 15.00 
  10. Sales Agents - Business Services 13.36 19.71 28.90 

 
 

TERRY BROWN   serving…Bartholomew, Dearborn, Decatur, 
Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Jennings, Ohio, Ripley, and 
Switzerland counties   
tbrown@dwd.in.gov 
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